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7 H E relation in which the Author flood to the 
deceaſed, may, he conceives, be a ſufficient apology 
for his obſervations on her funeral Text although it 
was not defired of him, but of another; even an aged 
Servant of Chriſt in the country, on whoſe miniſtry ſhe 
iſually attended; who alſo complied with her requeſt. 


His reaſons for making them public, are, 
Firſt, The peculiar copiouſneſs and excellency of 
the Text; which ſets forth the fullneſs and preciouſneſs 


of CHRIST, in bis threefold Office of Prophet, Prieſt, - 


and King; more diſtinitly, perhaps, than any other 
fngle verſe in the Bible; from hence alſo the believer is 
nouriſhed and fed in his foul, as with marrow and 
fatneſs. —— To glory in CHRIST is the believers bigh- 
et glory. —— To glory in him fer all things is the 
fullneſs of bis glery. — Whatever others may eſteem 
sf CHRIST, 10 the true Chriſtian he is altogether love- 
ly 5, he is unſpeatably precious, be is his greateſt ho- 
nour : Concerning whom the believer ſpeaks freely, 
Whom have 1 in heaven but thee, and there is 
none upon earth that I deſire beſides thee ; and ex- 
alls for joy of heart, when be hears, and perceives in 
bis ſoul; that CyrisT is made of Gop to him viſ- 
dom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption, | 


Secondly, As the Deceaſed was near to the Au- 
bor. both in the fleſh and in the ſpirit ; it was ibe 
laſt teſtimony of unfeigned affetiion and reſpect, whi - 


PREFACE. 


he could ſhew towards her. She - alſo lived in V thy 
faith of CnriIsT, and was worthy of being imitated 
both--in the... evenneſs and , exemplarineſs of . her daily 
wall with Gov, when in health ; and of ſtedfaſtneſs 
and confidence in CHRIST at her death. — Her whole 
life was an evidence of the hope and ſtate of ber foul 
towards Gon : She truſted in Cur 1sT only, whit 
ſhe was zealous of, and abounded in all good works. 
be was eminently cloathed with the ornament. of a 
meek and quiet fpirit.---I have not exaggerated, nor 
am afraid of being proved a liar,----Ye daughters of 


Abraham, be ye followers of her, as ſhe was of CHRIST. 


Her temptation is ſtrange to none, but thoſe who are un- 
acquainted with CHRIST, and their own hearts. Had 
ſhe not been able, in the ſtrength of CuRIST, 10 have 
Vorn it, ſbe had not been thus tempted. We do not lay 
beavy burdens upon children, but upon Hero Fe 
ho are able to bear them. 


Thirdly, This diſcourſe made public, evil be a 
ſtanding Memorial to ſurviving relations, of their dear 
departed Friend, whoſe deceaſe, I am confident, they 
| have abundant cauſe to maurn; nor are they inſenſible 
of it; but not as others who have no hope; for their 
loſs is her undoubted gain. If thin you would teſtify 
your unfeigned love towards her, let it be by' walking 
ia the ſteps of her unfeigned faith and love to CHRIST, 
and his people; ber deadneſs to the world, gentleneſs 
and patience : this, you know, would bave been maſt ac- 
ceptable to her oben living, whereof ſhe was, both by 
ord and deed, an example to you. Gob grant you 
may be partaker; of her grace; and that yau may, 
finally, partake of ber joy with *. Lok D, 40 whom be 
eternal Praiſes. Amen. 


N. B. There is new by the AUTHOR prepari for 
the Preſs, A Vol un of SER M ON:;Srto be printed” by 
SUBSCRIPTION, the Price to Subſcribers e in Blue, 
or 45. neatly Bound in Calf. N 0 


we 


—— * 


1 Co R. 1. 30. 


- --- Who of God is made unto us N. tom, and 
| Righteouſneſs, and Sanctifcation, and Redemption. 


HE Goſpel of Gop is expreſsly and evi- 
dently defign'd to ſtain the pride of all hu- 
man glory: For that which is highly eſteemed 

among men, is an abomination in the fight of GOD. 
Mankind, by the pride of reaſoning, have groſsly 
erred concerning the knowledge of Gop ;-and proud- 
ly aiming to merit heaven by their own works, they 
have equally erred concerning the way of acceptance 
with him. By their many inventions of this fort 
diligently ſought out, and zealouſly eſpouſed ; dark- 
neſs, ſuperſtition, and violence hath covered the 


face of the whole earth : Therefore, ſaid the wiſdom 


of Gop, I will deftroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will 
bring to nothing the underſtanding of the prudent F: 
whereby he teacheth us plainly, that what the world 
calls wiſdom and prudence is, in his account, no 


better than madneſs and folly ; hence alſo the reve- 


lation and ' preaching of Jzsvs CHRIST, which is 
the wiſdom of Gop, and the power of Gop, unto 
ſalvation, to every one that believeth; is rejected of 
men, as weakneſs, and deſpiſed as fooliſhneſs by 
them, which believe not. Nevertheleſs, the preach- 
ing of the croſs hath abundantly prevailed againſt all 
oppoſition, and to the confuſion of its ' adverſaries. 
For Gop hath choſen the fooliſh things of this world 
to confound the wiſe, and the weak things of the 


, Luke xvi 15. + 1 Cor. i. 19. 


B world | 
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world to confound. the things that are mighty, 


that no fleſn ſhould glory in his preſence. And 
altho the proud reaſoner, and proud Phariſee, are 
highly offended, that Gop ſhould utterly ſer aſide, 
and pour contempt upon all their wiſdom and good 
works, wherein they truſted, and whereof they glo- 
ry; yet the poor and the oppreſſed have abun- 
dant cauſe to glorify Go p for his mercy ; who, 


in his infinite wifſdom, ang love to man, hath choſen 


and prepared a way to ſalvation, which the chief of 
finners, the poor, the- miſerable,” the blind, and 
whoſoever will, may enter into, and be ſaved; and 
this way is Carr ; who of Gop is made unto. 
us wiſdom, and righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption. 

This Text was lately choſe to be the ſubject for a 
funeral diſcourſe by one, who both knew, and ex- 
perienced the all- ſufficiency, and alone ſufficiency of 
CHRIST, in all things pertaining to eternal falva- 
tion. 

Jo fome it may appear unſuitable to the occa- 
fon, as it makes no mention of death, or lamenta- 
tion, or mourning, or woe; but, for this very, cauſe, 
it ſeems to be quite proper for a believer, who died 
in the faith of CHRIST, rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of Gov, and I apprehend was choſen by the 


deceaſed, with the juſteſt reaſon and propriety. 


Let the vanquiſhed mourn and bewail themſelves; 
and they who have no hope tremble at a judgment 
to come; but thoſe whom Gop hath redeemed from 
the hand of the enemy, who have fought the good 
fight of faith, and prevailed alſo; muſt rejoice, and 
give thanks; glorying i in Gop, through our LorD 
and CHRIST ; who hath bruiſed Satan under their 


feet, and delivered them from the wrath to come. 


It is a text of triumph, confeſſing Cagisr t to be 


. Lox of all. -----It ſhews plainly, that the ſpeaker 


Reg utterly renounced and trampled. under. her _ 
Y a 


God, exiſting from eternity, 


9 Mrs. Sarah Elliot. > 


all thoſe human excellencies, wherein fallen man is 
_ wont to repoſe a truſt, and to glory. ------ It alfo 
points out CHRIST to ſurviving friends, and to all 
others, as the only way to Gop, in whom, and by 
whom alone, they muſt, or can be ſaved : In ſhort, 
it proclaims aloud ; let him that glorieth, glory in the 
Lok b, even in CR 1ST; who, of Gop, is made unto us 
wiſdom. 
This is the firſt particular contained in the Text; 
- CkRIs᷑r is our Wwi/dem.---Wildom is the excellency 
of knowledge, whereby (all things conſidered) the 
mind perceives what is right and fit to be done; 
practically, it is the orderly diſpoſition, or per- 
formance of things, both for manner, time, and 
meaſure: Knowledge, ſimply diſcerns the diſtinction 


between sight and wrong, and points out the dif- 
ference: But 'tis 0m alone that enables a man 


to uſe his knowledge to advantage, by teaching 
and directing him how to chuſe the good, and 
refuſe the evil, and to act accordingly. ; 
Thus Goy's eternal mind ſaw it to be infinitely 
fit and right to permit ſin's entrance into the world, 
and then to lay our iniquities upon CHRIST, that he 
might condemn fin, and reconcile us unto himſelf 
by the death of his Son, who, in the fulneſs of 
time, was actually made man, fulfilled all righ- 
teouſneſs, and put away fin by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 
This is that wiſdom of Gop, which was hid from 


ages, and from generations; but is now made ma- 
nifeſt by the appearing of Jesus CurisrT, 


who hath aboliſhed Death, and brought life and 
immortality to light by the Goſpel: By him 


therefore the way to eſcape death, and to inherit 


eternal life, is made manifeſt ; and whereas CHRIST 
was ſent, and appointed of Gop, even the Father, 
to open, and make known to us the way of ſalva- 
tion; he is, without all diſpute, the wiſdom of Gop. 
CuIsT, it is true, is the Eſſential Wiſdom of 
in the very fubſtantial 


32 invi- 
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eſſence of the Father; as ſuch he is the image of the 
inviſible Gop, the Word that was with Gop, and 
was Gop, by whom allo he made the worlds; there- 


fore he faith, the LorD poſſeſſed me in the beginning 


of his way, before his works of old *: Whoſe eternal 


Wiſdom, Power and Godhead, are clearly teen, by 


his creating, diſpoſing, and upholding all things: 
But this ſame wonderful and adorable perſon, is ma- 
nifeſted to be the wiſdom of Gop, in a way and 


manner far more glorious than by the works of cre- 
ation; for the word was made fleſh, and ſuffered for 


us, the juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us 
to Gop : Thus in CarisT the manifold wiſdom of 
Gop may be clcarly ſeen; in whom are hid all the 


treaſures of wiſcom and knowledgeF. With reſpect to 


Redemption, CuRIST is the wiſdom of Gop in a 
peculiar manner: Which alſo, we ſinners of the hu- 
man race, are infinitely more concerned to know, 
than all the other works of Gop; for it teaches, 
and leads us into the way of peace with Gop, that 
we, being delivered from our ſins, and from the 
wrath to come, might receive the promiſed bleſſing 
of eternal life ; which whoſoever hath found, and 
by grace obtained, is truly wiſe ; but whoſo ſeeketh, 
and findeth it not, is deſtitute of the true wiſdom ; 
becauſe he hath not known the way of peace unto 


eternal ſalvation; which ſalvation no man ever did, 


nor can find, that is not firſt acquainted with 
CHRIST, whom the Father hath ſent to be the Sa- 
viour of the world; for he actually deſcended from 
heaven, . took our nature upon him, and laid down 


his life for us, thereby expiating our fins, and re- 
conciling us to Gop : Again, he aſcended to the 
Father in our nature, entered with his own blood in- 


to heaven itſelf, and there ever lives to make conti- 
nual interceſſion for us. Now as the wiſdom of the 
Creator appears, and is made known to us in the 

FA | works 


Prov. viii. 22 1 Col. ii, 3. 
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works of creation; ſo, Ey the work of redemption, 


the glory of his grace and wiſdom, in* reconciling 
the world unto himſelf by JEsus CnaisT, is clearly 
ſeen. Let us then turn our eyes upon CHRIST, that 
is, upon Gop manifeſted in fleſh ; where this divine 
work of grace is revealed, as it is written of him in 
the holy ſcripture : But if a man ſearch the ſcriptures 
ever ſo diligently, he can receive no ſpiritual benefit 
thereby, unleſs he diſcern CR RIS to be therein re- 
vealed, as the only way to Gop, and believe in him 
as ſuch; for, for this cauſe they are written, that we 
might know the only truly Gop, and jJesus CHRIST, 
in whom he 1s well pleaſed, and thus believing might 
have life thro* his name. 

Therefore it is a vain thing, and loſt labour for 
any man to ſeek after the knowledge of Gop, fave 
in CHRIST only, or to ſeek after che knowledge of 
CHRIST, ſave by the ſcriptures only. The heathen 
ages and philoſophers, the reaſoners and diſputers 
of this world, by all their wiſdom came ſhort of the 
true knowledge of Gop ; for they were ignorant of 
CHRIST, in whom all divine wiſdom dwells ; which 
alſo the rulers and princes of this world knew not; 
and therefore, through ignorance, they even crucified 
the LoRD of glory. ---- Gop hath made ſuch a diſ- 
covery of himſelf in CHRIST, as confounds the wiſ- 
dom of the wiſe, to whom it appears as fooliſhneſs ; 
and becauſe it infinitely ſurpaſſes their natural ideas 
and conceptions of Gop, they receive it not as a 
true revelation of- him. 

A man alfo cannot know the things of God, but by 
the Spirit of Gon *; which to them, wwho are wiſe in 
their own eyes, and prudent in their own /ight, is count- 
ed fooliſhneſs; yet *tis clear, that a man, even by 
ſearching the ſcriptures, can no more diſcern the 
glory of Go. in the perſon of CHRIST, as W 

Or 


21 Cor. ii. 11. 
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for us, than a blind man can behold the glory of 
the fun, or of the moon, or of the ſtars ; altho' in 
word it be plainly ſet forth, and deſcribed unto him: 
the ſcripture therefore which reveals Carr to be 
the wiſdom of Gop, declares, at the ſame time that, 
without the Holy Spirit, no man can attain to the 
true knowledge of him ; for the Holy Ghoſt is ſent 
down from heaven, to open the eyes of our under- 
ſtanding, and make us new creatures, by taking of 
the things of CHRIST, and ſhewing them unto 
us. | 

The fulneſs of divine wiſdom dwells and refides 
perſonally in CHRIST as the light in the body of the 
jun: From him alſo his light goeth forth, and he 
imparts unto his people of that wiſdom which is 
hid in himſelf, that in his light they may ſee light, 
and be made ſavingly wile ; for to this end he is made 
of Gop wiſdom unto us. If ChHRISH did not com- 
municate to our ſouls of that true light, which dwells 
as in a body in himſelf, it could no more profit us, 
than the light of the fun could benefit the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, without filling the atmoſphere, 
and our bodies, with the light of 1t. ---- Yet that 
divine wiſdom, whereby CHRIS TH enlightens our 
darkneſs, is not divided or ſeparated from himſelf, 
any more than the rays of light, which fill our bo- 
dies, and our houſes, can be ſeparated from the ſun, 
By ſhining, therefore, into our hearts, Gop grveth 


us the light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of 


Jesus CHRIST T. 

This work is chiefly aſcribed to the Holy Spirit, 
which dwells in CHR ISH without meaſure; hence he 
faith, If any man have not the Spirit of Cunisr, he 
is none of his; by whom the eyes of our under- 
ſtandings are opened, and alſo filled with light from 


Ixsus ChRISTHNB; that our enlightened minds may be- 
ä hold 


+. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
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hold and acknowledge the glory of Gop in the per- 
ſon of ChRISTH; in whom Gop' infinite juſtice and 
love to man; his wiſdom and power in the falva- 
tion of ſinners, are gloriouſly diſplayed ; for by him 
Gop hath reſcued the /awful captive, in a way of 
juſtice, to the confuſion of the oppreſſor. 

By him alfo Gop hath demanded, and taken 
infinite ſatisfaction for the ſins of men; at the ſame 
time making a way for them to eſeape. 

He hath executed the full penalty of the law, to 
which his people were ſubject, becauſe of tranſgreſ- 


ſion; and yet delivered them from its curſe. He 


bath juſtified the ungodly, without pardoning the 


guilty: And, by delivering over unto death, he e hath 


| deſtroyed death. Thus hath Gop taken, and deſtroy- 
ed the ſubtil adverſary the Devil, in his own crafti- 
neſs. In CyrisT he hath purpoſed ſalvation, and 
done it; in whom the riches of his glory are made. 


known. 
Therefore is Cr the wiſdom of Gop, and 


made of him wiſdom to us; that whoſoever believeth 


in CHRIST might not periſh, but have eternal life. 
The inference which I would draw from hence, is, 


That whoſoever would know Gop aright, muſt ſeek that 


knowledge from ChRIST, the only begotten Son, who is 
in the Boſom of the Father ; Their time therefore is 
utterly loſt, and their attainments in religious know- 
ledge altogether unprofitable, who have not made 
Cunisr their ſtudy. ----- No man knoweth who the 
Father is, ſave the Son, and he to whomſoever the Son 


will reveal him . The natural man, whether learn- 


ed or unlearned, is incapable of receiving the things 
of God, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, Know 
therefore that, except thou art born again, and. haſt 


the Spirit of Gop, thou art without the true know- 


ledge 
1 Matth. xi. 27. 
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ledge of Gop and of Cur1sT. - - Where then ſhalt 


thou go for inſtruction in divine matters? Not to the 


learned of this world; for Gop hath bid theſe things 
from the wiſe and prudent, and bath revealed them unto 
babes. -- - Yet not from all that are wiſe, and rich, 
and honourable in this world; for ſome of theſe 
alſo hath he choſen, to make his ſovereign grace and 
glorious power known; for he .calleth unto him 


whomſoever he will; but inſtances of converſion to 


Gob, among the great ones of the world, are fo 
tew, that he ſaith, not many wiſe men after the fleſh, 
not many mighty, not many noble are called; 
and again, another Apoſtle aſſures us, that Gop hath 
choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs 
of the kingdom, which he hath promiſed to them that 
love him . Search the ſcriptures, and ſeek for ſav- 
ing knowledge in the word, and by the Spirit of 


Gop; for it is written, thy children fhall be all taught 


of the Lok . 2h 

For judgment is CHyR1sT come into this world, 
that they which ſee not, might ſee, and that they which 
ſee, might be made blind; hence the poor and the at- 
fied may aſſure themſelves, that CHRIST will re- 
ceive them graciouſly ; as he faith again, Come un- 
to me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and 
I will give you reſt : But he regardeth not any that 
are wiſe of heart; therefore if am man ſeemeth to be wiſe, 
in this world let him become a fool, that he may be wiſe*. 


- -- Seeing Gop then hath revealed himſelf in fleſh, 


it concerns and behoves us to ſeek unto him, and 


they that ſeek ſhall find; if thou ſeek him in CRRIST, 
who was crucified, with all thy heart, and with all 


thy ſoul. | 8 
Hence it plainly appears. that whoſoever will be 


wiſe unto ſalvation, muſt receive that wiſdom from 


CHRIST. It is not in the power of any other to 


make thee ſavingly wiſe, - - Thou mayeſt indeed 


| | learn 
+ James ii. 5. 1 Ifai. liv. 13. 1 Cor, iii, 18. 


/ / / . 
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learn many things from men and books, be ac- 
quainted with the arts and ſciences, and highly 
eſteemed in the world, for thy profound knowledge 
in natural things. Yet, with all this knowledge, 
thou art, in God's account, a mere fool, if thou art 
not acquainted with CHRI1sT ; and we know, that his 
judgment is according to truth : Verily that wiſdom is 
not worth the ſeeking after, which leaves the foul 
at laſt in the way that leadeth to death : Thoſe that- 
attain to ever ſo much wiſdom in that way, will, 

in the iſſue, know, to their eternal ſorrow, that they 

have ſpent their money for that which is not bread, and 
their labour for that which ſatisfieth not. At that 
day their folly ſhall be manifeſt to all men; ſeeing, 
with'all their gettings, they have not got under- 
ſtanding in the things which moſt nearly concern 
themſelves, even the ſalvation of the ſoul. --- If 
thou art ignorant of CHRIST, thou haſt not the 
knowledge of Gop; and if thou knoweſt not Gop, 
thou wilt be deſtroyed with an everlaſting deſtruc- 
tion at his appearing ; therefore conſider thy ways, 
for in the end all men will be conſtrained to acknow- 
ledge, that to be the only wiſdom, which,leads a 
man to the moſt profitable purſuit, even to the one 
thing needful ; and what is that z; but the true know- 
ledge and favour of Gop, which is in CHRIST JE- 
sus our LorD? --- So teach us to number our days, 
that we may apply our hearts unto wiſdom: - It is 
true, if thou make CarisT thy ſtudy, and ſeek the 
knowledge of Gop in him; the world, who are 
otherwiſe minded, will treat thee with contempt, and 
count thy wiſdom folly ; but if thou art poſſeſt of 
the hidden wiſdom, thou wilt not much regard the 
{-:orn and revilings of men; for the judgment is the 
Logp's, who, at his coming, will determine who 
are the wiſe and excellent of the earth, and who are 
not ; yea, he hath told us already : For unto man he 


aid, the fear of the Low, that is wiſdom, and to 
C 


depart 
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depart from evil is underſtanding *, all which CHRIST 
teacheth us by his word, and by his Spirit ; having 
therefore begun, preſs thou on to know the Lorp, 
ſeeking by earneſt prayer out of the holy ſcriptures, 
which are able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation thro? 
faith, which is in CHRIET Jesvs; who, 
2. Of God is made unto us righteouſneſs. --- Righ- 
feouſnefs is the exact conformity to a law, or rule of 
hfe;z or it is a rendering to all their dues. To this 
righteouſneſs fallen man is aq utter ſtranger; for he 
hath broken the law, and not loved his neighbour 
as himſelf; neither hath he rendered unto Gop the 
things that are God's. As it is written, the whole 
world is become guilty before Gop ; there is none 
righteous, no not one; for all have ſinned I; hence it is 
impoſible that any man ſhould be juſtified by the 
deeds of the law, that is, by his own righteouſneſs ; 
which, in the firſt place, gives a plain reaſon, why | 
CuRISxr is made righteouſneſs to all them which are 
juſtified before Gop : For they, being in their own 
perfons unrighteous, are in the utmoſt need of it; 
yea, having been proved guilty, they are ſhut up in 
riſon under the curſe of the law, as criminals con- 
demned already, who are found worthy of death ; 
their own works therefore cannot profit them. For 
ſuch to go about to excuſe themſelves, or to deliver 
their own ſouls by any act or deed of theirs, is an 
attempt to make the law void; which faith, Curſel 
is every one that continueth not to do all things which 
are written therein, It alſo condemns him that is 
moſt juſt, by ſeeking to diſannul, and ſet aſide the 
righteous judgment of Gop : For this cauſe the 
publicans and harlots, by receiving John's baptiſm, 
wherein they confeſſed their ſins, are ſaid to juſtify 
Gop, and to-enter the kingdom of heaven before 
the ſcribes and phariſees, who ſought to juſtify them. 
ſelves, and ſo rejected the counſel of Gop to their 


own deſtruction : Hence it appears, that thoſe m_ n 
e 


8 Job xxviii. 28, 1 om. lil, 


of Mrs. Sarah Elliot. 15 


ſeek to ſave themſelves by their. own perſonal righ- 
teouſneſs, are excluded the kingdom of G0D; whilſt 
they, who enter therein, conteſs themſelves to be 
ſinners, and void of all righteouſneſs. It is therefore 
certain, that all they who are juſtified in Gop's 
ſight, and finally ſaved, have the righteouſneſs of 
another, that is, of CHRIST, imputed to them; for this 
very cauſe they believe in Chalsr, that his righteouſ- 
neſs might be imputed unto them. | 

Therefore alſo it is called the righteouſneſs of 
faith, Ir being not our own performance, but the 
righteouſneſs of him in whom we truft ; which our 
fouls in believing apprehend, looking unto Jesvs as 
the LoRD our righteouſneſs. ---- Righteouſneſs to 
the foul is what cloathing is to the body, whereby 
its ſhame and nakedneſs are covered. Bleſſed is the 
man whoſe iniquities are covered; — he hath covered 
me With the robe of righteouſneſs : 8 hence we are aſſur- 
ed, that when Gop juſtifieth any believer, he is in 
himſelf, ungodly and unjuſt; and when he imputes 
Cars7's righteouſneſs to him, he is in himſelf without 
righteouſneſs, Were it not thus, the ſcripure would 
not direct him to believe in another for his juſtifica- 
tion, nor would Gop impute righteouſneſs to him, 
that he might be righteous, Thus our actual per- 
ſonal unrighteouſneſs gives us the reaſon why, and 
makes room for, Cun ler being made of God to us 
righteouſneſs. 

2. A further reaſon and neceſſity for it appears, 
from the eſſential and unchangeable juſtice of Gop 
the righteous Lord loveth righteouſneſs ; and Moſes 
faith, As for Gop, his work is perfect, a GOD of truth 
and wit hout iniquity, juſt and right is he: Therefore 
Gop, who is moſt juſt, cannot juſtify the wicked 
and unjuſt: Conſequently mankind, who are by na- 
ture and by practice ſinners, cannot be accepted 
with him, or juſtified in his ſight, unleſs righteouſ- 
neſs be imputed to them: But Gop doth juſtify, 

C2 even 
* Iſa, xli, 10. 
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even the ungody, which believeth in Jesvs, as the 
ſcripture witneſleth ;* therefore he imputes another”s 
righteouſneſs unto him. God is abſolutely and im- 
mutably juſt in all his thoughts, words, and works; 
but man is both naturally and practically unjuſt ; 
yet Gop juſtifies him : Therefore, as ſaith the Text, 
CHRIST 75 made of Gop unto us righteouſneſs. With 
out this covering no man whatever, except his mind 
be blinded, and his heart hardened, can avoid trem- 
bling at the preſence of Gop. But to prevent de- 
ſpair, and death, to which a guilty conſcience na- 
turally tends; Gop, at the ſame time that he reveals 
himſelf in Cyr 1sT to be a fin-avenging, declares al- 
ſo that he is a ,in. pardoning GoD, ---- The glory of 
his juſtice appears like unto devouring fire, awful 
and terrible to the beholder ; even Moſes ſaid, 1 ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake; but, in the midſt thereof, 
the glory of his grace in CR ISH appears to be far 
more glorious, ſuper-abounding, and triumphant ; 

For mercy rejoiceth againſt judęment. I 
Which leads us to the third Reaſon, why CHRIST 
is made to us righteouſneſs? viz. becauſe it was 
Gop's will and pleaſure to fave ſinners, whoſe heart 
from eternity was ſet upon it. ----- This indeed is 
the primary and chief cauſe of all. It was the will 
of Gop to take vengeance on fin, and make his 
juſtice known; at the ſame time he willed the diſ- 
charge and ſalvation of the ſinner; to do this, in 
the moſt perfect manner, and worthy of himſelf, 
(who is the only wiſe Gop our Saviour) he choſe a 
Surety for his people; equally able and willing to 
reſtore whatever they ſhould have taken away from 
Gop's law, and to ſuffer whatever penalty they 
might incurr by tranſgreſſion; and ſo to render unto 
Gop the things that are Gop's, who, at the ſame 
time, was able to ſave both himſelf and others. GoD 
is therefore juſt in juſtifying every one that believeth 
; 5/0 M 
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in Jzsvs, and he delivers him from going down to 
the pit, becauſe he hath found a ranſom. 

Thus hath Gop ſet forth his Son Jesus Canter, 
to be a propitiation for ſin through faith in his 
blood, to declare his righteouſneſs in ſaving them 
which believe. The method which Gop hath cho- 
ſen, to make this glorious grace known to mankind, 
plainly diſcovers his terrible juſtice, and hatred of 
{in ; but above all, that God is Love; who willed 
the ſalvation of his enemies in a way of righteouſ- 
neſs; which, when nothing beſides could procure it for 
us but the death of his Son, he gave him up to be 
made a curſe for us: Herein is love, not that wwe loved 


Gop, but that he loved us, and ſent bis Son to be the 


propitiation for our fins.“ 


Therefore as Gop, who is infinitely juſt, the judge | 


of all the earth hath made CuRlsr righteouſneſs unto 
all that believe; there muſt be the higheſt reaſon for 
it, and juſtice in it, becauſe it is His work: 

it is Gop's that juſtifieth ; but this would not ap- 
pear, if that law which we had broken, and under 
whoſe curſe we were held priſoners of juſtice, and 
ſubject to death; had not been fulfilled, and ſatisfied 
in all its demands upon us: All this therefore our 


| glorious Surety hath done, and ſuffered for us; as it 


is written, CHRIST is the end of the law for righ- 
teouſneſs, to every one that believeth, ----- He took 
on him the form of a ſervant, was obedient unto death, 
leid down his life, and was made a curſe for us. ---- 
Thus not ane jot, nor one fittle paſſed from the law 
till the whole was fulfilled. Hence he hath aſſured 
us, that it is the will of the Father, which ſent him, 
that whoſoever believeth in him, ſhould not periſh, 
but have eternal life. ---- Whereby it appears to be 
an act of righteouſneſs in Gop, to juſtify the believer 
in CuR1sT, . whoſe obedience and ſacrifice of himſelf 
unto G o Þ for us, was full, compleat, and perfect : 
Hence we have confidence and acceptance with Gop 
through 


I Johniv. 10. 
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through Cyr1sT, who ſent him on this very erfand 
into the world, that he might reconcile us unto Gov 
by his blood, and fave us from the wrath to come; 
for he was delivered for our aff ences, and m__ again 
for cur juſtification. 

4:hly, It may be proper ſomewhat more particu- 
larly to enquire how this righteouſneſs of Curr 
becomes ours: is it external, and imputed to us only? 
or is it internal, and formed within us? I anſwer, that 
it is not within us, but without us, and it becomes the 
believers, and he is benefited by it, not by infu- 
ſion, but by imputation only. --- It never was, is, 
or can be acted by any of us; and therefore is not 
formed in us. Who can ſay, I have made my 
heart clean; I am pure from my ſin; I have never 
offended at any time? Who ever was made acurſe for 
finners, and fulfilled all righteouſneſs, fave I Esus, the 
Son of Gop ? Yet by ſuch righteouſneſs only can we, 
ſinners, be accepted with him. No man, ſurely, will 
athrm that very righteouſneſs of CHRIST, which Gon 
reckons to his people for their juſtification, . to be 
inherent in him, ſave thoſe who are utterly void of 
all righteouſneſs; even that generation, whereof 
we read in ſcripture, which is pure in {heir own eyes, 

and yet not waſhed from their filthineſs. 

No becauſe that obedience whereby we are juſti- 
fied, was the perſonal aft and deed of another, it can- 
not but remain and abide. for ever in him who per- 
formed it, even CHRIST; and it becomes ours only 
by imputation, and is reckoned : to every one that 
believeth. | 
Thus, for the benefit of us, ane did CRA 182 
come into this world, fulfil the whole law, and a 
make his ſoul an offering for ſin: Reader, believeſt W cou 
thou this? Then it is imputed. to thee alſo ; for ibe 


righteouſneſs of Gop is unto all, and _ all alen that 
believe. 
Hence 
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Hence we plainly ſee, that the perſonal obedience 
and ſatis faction which CHRISH yielded to the law 


for men, when he was here on the earth, is reck- 


oned to all that believe, although no part of that 
meritorious obedience or ſatisfaction for ſin, was ever 
done or ſuffered by them in their own perſons. 

In like manner our fin and diſobedience was laid 
on CHRIST, and imputed to him, although he ne- 
ver ſinned, nor could fin; for Gop hath made bim 


fin for us, who knew no ſin, that we might be made the 


righteouſneſi of GoD in him.“ 25 
Thus when CarisT knew no fin in himſelf, he 
was both reputed, and treated as a ſinner ; fo like- 
wiſe we, who know no righteouſneſs in ourſelves, 
(that is, fuch as Gop and his law requires) are 
accounted and treated as righteous perſons. 

Thus the fin for which Car1sT ſuffered, and was 
made a curſe, was acted by us, and reſided only in 
our perſons; on the contrary, that righteouſneſs 
whereby we are made righteous, and accepted with 
Gop, was acted, fulfilled, and performed by CRN IS 
only, in whoſe perſon alone it reſides and dwells for 
ever. ' Here we may behold an exchange of fin and 
righteouſneſs, between CarIsT and his people. The 
fault or demerit, not the perſonal act and pollution 
of our ſin, is transferred from us to him, and he 


bears it, for which he is condemned; again, the 


merit, deſert, and benefit of CHRIST's perſonal 
obedience and ſatisfaction is transferred to us, for 
which we are juſtified z therefore we are ſaid to be 
made the righteouſneſs of Gop in him, who is the 
Lord our righteouſneſs. 1 
The inference from this ſecond head of my dif- 
courſe is; that, wwe finners of mankind have infinite 
encouragement to come unto Ixsus CHRIST for life, and 
the higheſt aſſurance of remiſſion of fins, and, acceptance 
with God thro him: for Gon was in CHRIST recon- 
cling the world unto himſelf, not imputing their trol 
a 455 pal- 
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paſſes unto him. How exceeding great then muſt 
be their ſin and folly who will not come unto 
CHnxisT for righteouſneſs, and live; but will ra- 
ther cleave to their own imperfect, mangled. duties 
and performances. This is a diſtinguiſhed part of 
the wiſdom of Gop, which we behold in CHRIST, 
in providing for tranſgreſſors a righteouſneſs ade- 
quate to the demands of the law, perfect as the 
law itſelf is perfect; as on the contrary, it is a 
glaring inſtance of human folly to prefer their own 
ſelfiſh works and polluted ſervices to the Redeemer's 
glorious righteouſnefs : Gop commands us to believe 
in his Son Jzsvs Chalsr, that he may impute 
righteouſneſs unto us, and ſo make us the righte- 
ouſneſs of Gop in him; even ſuch as he requires, ac- 
cepts, and hath provided for the juſtification of his 
ople. Beware then that you ſin not againſt this re- 
vealed truth, which is able to ſave your ſouls, and 
doth fave every one that believeth in it; for how 
Hall we eſcape if we negleft fo great ſatuation *. Say 
not in your hearts that God is unwilling to receive 
ſuch a ſinner, ſuch a rebel, ſuch a back-ſlider as me; 
for God is love: ſee it demonſtrated in the unſpeak- 
able gift of his dear Son who laid down his life for 
us; and whoſoever believeth in him ſhall not be aſhamed: 
Therefore we may come with boldneſs to the throne 
of grace, which is the throne of Gov, for the ſupply 
of all our need, according to his riches in glory by 
Cunisr Jesvs, in whom we have boldneſs and acceſs 
with confidence by the faith of him +. Thus bleſſed is 
the man to whom the Loxp will not impute fin. 
Tam well aware that the vain-glorious Phariſee who 
is ever dreaming of riches, and righteouſneſs which he 
was never poſſeſt of, will not receive this Scipture Doc. 
trine; he imagines that the righteouſneſs of Cyr 1s: 
-withour 774 although it was us un done by him 


for 
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for us, and is of Gov, who is moſt juſt, imputed to 


us, cannot juſtify: us in his ſight, becauſe it was not 
perſonally acted by us, nor is formed in us; they 
ſuppoſe likewiſe, that it leaves us under the power 
and dominion of ſinful luſts and tempers ; bur ts 
alſo is a groundleſs and fooliſh ſurmiſe; for it neither 
doth, nor can; firſt, becauſe it removes from us 
the curſe of the law, which is the ftrength of fin*; 
and, ſecondly, becauſe Go p purifies the heart + by 
that very faith, whereby we believe on CHRISTH for 
righteouſneſs ; hence, 
zah, CHRIST is made of Gop to us ſanctification. 
This differs from righteouſneſs before-mentioned, 
from which alſo the Apoſtle hath carefully diſtin- 
guiſhed it; yet without ſeparating or deſtroying the 
union betwixt juſtification and ſanctification; or that 
righteouſneſs whereby the believer is 7u/t:fed, and that 
boiineſs whereby he is ſanctifed. They are diſtin& 
bleſſings, but inſeparably joined and united toge- 
ther, as two links in a golden chain. It is the ſame 
faith in the ſame Ixsus, whereby our ſouls are both 
juſtified and ſanctified; and by one and the /elf- 
fame Spirit we are made partakers of both: But we 
muſt not confound the latter with the former, as they 
are wont to do, who affirm that CHRIS T's righteouſ- 
neſs is not imputed to us, but inherent, or wrought 
within us; whereby they deſtroy the divine order 
and harmony in the way of reconciling ſinners unto 
Gon, and making them meet for heaven; by which 
confuſion they darken and corrupt the ſcripture- 
doctrine of juſtification and ſanctification both. 
But thoſe who are taught of the Loxp by his Spi- 
rit out of the word, (and they only are taught of 
Gop,) ſhall ſee and know, that Gop, in his infinite 
wiſaom, hath laid a ſure foundation for holineſs within 
us unto perſonal  ſani:fication, by imputing a righteouſ- 
neſs without us unto perfonal juſtification. 
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It is true, an earthly judge may acquit or pardon 
a malgfactor whom he intends to fave, without mak- 
ing any change in the diſpoſitions of his heart; (for 
that power belongeth unto Gop:) But when Gop, 
the Judge of all, pardons a ſinner, whom he intends 
to fave from eternal death, he works in him, at the 
ſame time, holy diſpoſitions of heart and mind, (for 
with Gop nothing is impoſſible) by changing his heart 
of ſtone into @ heart of fleſh, and putting his Spirit 
within him, both which ſpiritual bleſſings are pro- 
miſed through CHRIST JE sus. 
If (as the Phariſee objects) holineſs of heart and 
life were made of no effect, or at all obſtructed by 
this doctrine of our juſtification by CHRIS T's righ- 
teouſneſs imputed to us; we would not only decline 
contending for it, but even abhor the Tenet ; as 
being directly contrary to the revealed will of Go, 
and the eſſential holineſs of his divine nature; but 
we judge and know it to be quite otherwiſe ; for it 
hath a direct and plain tendency to beget in our 
hearts the purelove of Gop, and thereby a readineſs 
unto all good works; nor can any other doctrine as 
a means in the hand of the Spirit effect it. For it 
takes up the ſtumbling-block that lays in the way 
of holineſs, into which no man can ever enter, un- 
til that be firſt taken out of the way; even the 
ſftumbling-block of a broken /in-avenging law, working 
wrath in the conſcience , which nothing can remove 
but an imputed righteouſneſs, even the righteouſncls 
of Gor, through the faith of CHRIST, which is unto 
all, and upon all them that believe F ; therefore when he 
had faid, CHRIST is made of Gop unto us righte- 
ouſneſs, he immediately adds, as its glorious conco- 
mitant, he is made to us ſanctiſication allo. 
All our holineſs is firſl and originally in CHR1ST, 
he is made of Gop to us ſanctification, which 1s 
con- 
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eonveyed into our hearts, and tranſmitted to our 
ſouls by the Holy Spirit through faith; and at the 
very fame time, when, by his divine power, he forms 


 ChrrsT's image and ſpiritual likeneſs in our ſouls, 


This is that being born again of Gor, and of the 
SpIRIT, that we might be partakers of the divine na- 
ture*, From this begetting us into the image of 
Gop, we, by that holy Spirit, which thus rege- 
nerates or forms CHRIST within us, are joined to 
CHRIST in a union of nature, and have one Spirit 
with him As in zatural generation we are u— 
nited to the firſt Adam, and derive from him 
the corruption and depravity of his fallen image, 
with all its ſinful luſts and propenſities, which of 
right belong to all that are his natural offspring, 
and is alſo inſeparable from their partaking of the 
human nature in its lapſed eſtate: So, on the con- 
trary, CHRIST in our nature holy, undefiled, and 


without ſin, as a mew man forms his likeneſs by the 


ſpirit in our hearts ,and gives us to become new crea- 
tures; that as we have born the image of the earthy, 
we may alſo bear the image of the heavenly man , 


| firſt in grace here, and at laſt in glory hereafter. 


Now as the natural man grows by degrees to ma- 
turity, he puts on the image of the firſt Adam more 
and more; thereby conforming to him in very deed 
and manner of life; according to the corrupt and 
deceitful luſts of his depraved nature, which, from 


the very birth, are hid in him, and which he brings 


into the world with him ; although its malignity 
is not made manifeſt to himſelf, or others, till 
by reaſon of age and uſe he diſcovers himſelf 
to be utterly corrupt, and exceeding ſinful: On the 
other hand alſo, he that is in CHRIST ig a new crea- 
!ure*, born in the image of the ſecond Adam, and 
by degrees he grows up as 4 new man into CRRIST, his 
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ſecond head, and ſpiritual Father in all things; of 
whoſe fulneſs we all receive, and grace fer grace. Thus 


we put oft the image of the nt Adam that is natu- 


ral to us, called the od man; and put on the image 
of the ſecond Aaam, which we partake of in regene- 
ration, by the quickening influence of the Holy Ghoft, 
which is called the zew man; and this ſeparating be- 
tween the old and the new man, with their reſpe- 
ctive properties, wills, and affections, words and 
actions : putting off the former as accuried, and cor- 
rupt, ard ſiniul; and putting on the latter, as holy, 
choſen of GoD, and precious, is our ſanctification; 
and that whercin true holineſs conſiſts. 

Thus we fee how CHRIST is made of Gop to 
us ſanctification; ſo that we have no more cauſe to 
glory in our holy frames, diſpoſitions, and practice; 
than in that richteouſneſs whereby we are accepted 
with Gov ; but in both, he that glories muſt glory 
in the . for he that ſanctifieth, and * that 
juſtifieth us is one ever CHRIST Jzsvs the Logp. 

A plain zaference from hence is, that if the Spirit 


of Gop be grieved our faith is weakened, and the 


communication between Car1sr and our fouls is in- 
terrupted, and as it were at a ſtand.-＋I will extend 
peace to ber lite a river, faith Gor, and the glory of 
the Gentiles like a fiowing ſtream * ; | which glory is 
CHrrisT) But if the channel wherein this river of Gon 
flows, be filled with mire and thick clay; it is no- 
thing ſtrange if the ſtream be ſtopt, and its channel 
ſoon become dry; and altho' it ſtill lay open to re- 
ceive the living ſtream, yet until the obſtruction be 
removed, it cannot enter: Therefore, O Chriftian! 
keep thy heart with all diligence, holding faith and 
4 conſcience T; and grieve not the holy Spirit of 
Gop, who alone takes of the things of CHRIST, and 
ſhews them unto us; who alſo leadeth us into all 

truth, 


$ i Ixvi 12. 11 Tim. i. 19. 
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truth, by whom de are ſealed unto the day of the ro- 


demption ®. Y 

4. CuR1sT is made of Gop to us redemption , this 
word imports delivering by ranſom, or the purchaſing | 
any perſon or thing, by paying a certain value or 
price for it. Thus it is explained by the Pſalmiſt, 


| No man can redeem his brother, or give a ranſom untg 


Gop for him f. After this manner ChRISTH re- 


| deems us unto God, he gave bis life a ranſom for mam. 


Thou haſt redeemed us unto God by thy blood. 
This is the price he gave to God for our deliverance 
from the curſe and from the wrath to come ; hence 
he faith ye are bought with a price, for this. cauſe the 
church of God which he hath purchaſed with his own 
blood is called a purchaſed poſſeſſion.---The killing of 
the paſchal lamb in Egypt was a type or figure of 
our redemption by CHRIST's blood, for the Itraclites 
-icaped death by the obſervance of that ordinance. 
This word alſo is made uſe of to expreſs any freedom 


or deliverance by mere force or power : thus God re- 


deemed his people out of Egypt from the houſe of 
bondage by a mighty hand and out- ſtretched arm as 
well as by blood; but whereas his reſcuing enſlaved 
captives, and ſetting at liberty thoie that are bound, 
by an arm of power ſuperior to that of the oppreſ- 
lor is, when applied to God, always founded in righ- 
teouſneſs ; it hath a reſpect to our redemption or be- 
ing purchaſed with the blood of CHRIST. Thus 
the redemption here ſpoken of ſeems entirely to re- 
ter to the deliverance of our bodies from the bon- 
dage of corruption ; for our redemption by the blood 
of CHRIST is included in his being made of Gop to 
vs righteouſneſs. But here it relates to that great and 
finiſhing ſtroke of CHRIST's redeeming power, even 
the redemption. of the body; || which deliverance is 
founded in righteouſneſs, tor CRISr having paid the 
debt 
* Eph. iv. 23. + Pfal. xlix. 7, f Matt. xx. 28. 
Rom. viii, 23. 1 1 
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debt due to Goy's juſtice, it is both reaſonable and 
juſt, that both himſelf and all thoſe for whom he ſtood 
engaged, and whoſe debts he had fully paid, ſhould 
be ſet at liberty; and not be detained priſoners under 
the law and under death, its curſe and penalty, as if 
he had not paid it. But of this our redemption and 
freedom from fin atid all its fearful conſequences, 
God hath given us the higheſt aſſurance in that he 
hath raiſed Cug is our bondſman again from the 
dead. Therefore in CHRIST's redemption or de- 
liverance from death the believer may behold his 
own ; not that we alſo in our own perſons muſt not 
hope and look for redem —. of our vile bodies from 
death and corruption (for the reſurrection is not paſt 
already) becauſe CH RIH our ſurety is raiſed; but 
CuRIsT is raiſed as the head and firſt fruits, the Ml 
earneſt alſo and pledge of their reſurrection who are | 
his members and as ſuch ſhall be raiſed in glory 
at his coming : But as Chrift repreſented us living ana N 
cCying, ſo alſo in his reſurrefion from the dead. Thus is | 
Cugisr made of Gop unto us redemption, in that : 
he hath raiſed him again and given into his hands i 
all power in heaven and in earth, that he ſhould de- f 
liver from the bondage of corruption and give eter- 
nal life to as many as believe in his name: there- a 
fore he ſaith, I am the reſurreBion and the life, he that 
betieveth in me tho he were dead yet ſhall he live, and 
<ohoſoever liveth and befeveth in me ſhall never die: 
Tnfcrence,---I infer therefore, 

That the belief of the reſurrection of the body is 1 
neceflary article of our taith, becauſe it depends upon, 
and is the natural conſequence of CHRIS T's reſurrec- 


tion; fo that to deny it, is to deny CnRIST's refur- C 
Ne Alon, as the apoſtle plainly teaches us, 1 Cor. xv. "48 
Ir is alſo a ſource of great conſolation to the ſaints that FF... 
die in the bleſſed proſpect, and aſſured hope of i. 

Theit 


9 John xi. 25. | | 
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Their departed ſpirits leave but for a little moment 
their corruptible bodies under the power offgdeath, 
for they ſhall ariſe again; not indeed in that ſtate of 
corruption, ſin and miſery, in which they fell; but 
in a ſtate of ſpirituality, Anleſs, incorruplible and glori- 
du, even as ihe glorious body of CHRIST, whom their 
{a} loveth z and therefore earneſtly long in all thin 
to be made like unto him,---when I awake up after 
thy likeneſs I ſhall be ſatigfied with it. The cloathing 
of our earthly tabernacles is at preſent filthy and vile, 
therefore we put it off; but when we ſhall put it on 
again at the reſurrection of the juſt, it will be changed, 
purifed and made glorious. It is ſown in corrup- 
tion, it is raiſed in incorruption; it is ſown in diſ- 
honour, it is raiſed in glory; it is ſown in weakneſs, 
it is raiſed in power; it is ſown a natural body, it is 
raiſed a ſpiritual body. Therefore, O believer | let it 
be thy conſtant ſtudy how to keep thy body under 
in its preſent corrupt and ſinful ſtate, and let not fin 
rien in thy mortal fleſh to fulfill it in the luſts 
thereof ; for if ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die; but 
if ve thro the ſpirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye 
foal! live. Thus my much honoured mother made 
choice of a text for her funeral diſcourſe, diſtinctly 
expreſſive of her faith inGod for all manner of ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings thro' CyrIsT I Esus, unto compleat and 
eternal ſalvation. ie 

Laſtly : It remains therefore, in the laſt place, that 
I give ſome account of the manner of her death; 
as a teſtimony of her believing theſe things, by her 
dying in the faith of them. ---- Let it be obſerved, 
that ſhe had been long acquainted with the true 
grace of Gop, and the way of ſalvation by Jesus 
Chir ist; who, by her daily walk and converſation, 
declare it to be both the way of hohkneſs, and the 


way of peace. 


Having 


* Rom. viii. Ig. 


'B A Funeral Diſcourſe on the Death 


Having therefore ftedfaftly adhered to the truth 8 
a it N iu Jeavs, and walked therein for many years; I 
the time near that ſhe muſt die; and appre- In 
-hending that fickneſs (whereof ſhe died ) would be ll ;; 

her laſt, ſhe poſſeſſed her ſoul in patience, without 
diſcovering any deſire of life, or fear of death, but i 
rather the reverſe; looking for, and haſtening unto 5 
the promiſed reſt ; of this ſhe gave abundant proof, Ml , 
when, during her confinement about three months 
before her death, I (at her requeſt) went to viſit her, f 
At which time ſhe mentioned a kind of miſt or dark- 
neſs on her fpirit, touching the andaubted certainty 
of ther ſalvation ; yet confeſſing that her ſoul was 
built on the rock Cur IST, in whom fhe truſted, 
although in the midſt of deep waters and tempeſtuous 
billows, as was afterwards made manifeſt ; for the 
-hour of RE her laſt conflict, was nigh at 
hand. 
Et the beginning of this fiery rial (for ſuch it 
Was) ſhe appeared to be doubtful and uneaſy con- 
cerning the future ſtate and ſalvation of her ſoul; 
for this ſhe judged to be the one thing needful, and 
bad choſen that better part in the time of health, 
making it her chief ſtudy, how to obtain the ſalvation 
"which is in CHR ISH JESUS With eternal glory. And 
as the had not believed, nor run in vain, Satan, the W : 
accuſer of the brethren, was permitted to fift her MW f. 
as wheat, that it might be made manifeſt, whether M d 
or no, fhe had choſen Cun 187 for her only hope and WI je 
Portion, as the affirmed. --- Soon after this vneaſi- t 
neſs in her ſpirit was: diſcoyered, ſhe began to de- v 
clare to the ſtanders-by, what a vile ſinner ſhe was; W » 
and often faid, ** Since Adam fell, I believe there Bei # 
ety been a greater finer than myſelf.” © 

Under this alarming ſenſe of her exceeding ſin- 2 
P ſhe had terrible apprebenſions of in b 
wrath; and was ftrongly remptegrts caſt away het 


hope and confidence 1 in CHRIST, A that time allo l 
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Satan attempted to perſuade her, that the Zorments of 
hell were not ſo great as they are commonly repreſented ; 
nor, on the other hand, were the joys of heaven wore 
thy her notice. | = 3 8 

But ſhe abode ſtedfaſt in the truth, helieving 
Gop's word, which teſtifieth, that the torments of 
hell are a fiery indignation, which ſhall devour the ad- 
verſaries, without annihilating them; for the ſmoke 
of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever: On 
the contrary, in the preſence of GoD is fullneſs of joy, 
and at his right hand there are pleaſures for evermore, 
Hence ſhe earneſtly deſired all preſent to continue in 
prayer to Gop for her; whilſt ſhe herſelf inſtantiy 
beſought the mercy of God, pleading the promiſes of 
CurIsT Jesus unto eternal life, Rs 

This ſtrong temptation and ſore conflict of ſoul, 
continued for the ſpace of fourteen days, and up- 
wards ; and ſometimes prevailed even to an agony, 
wherein ſhe was a/moſt beſides berſelf : Yet in the 
midſt ſhe would often ſay, as one looking unto Jz- 
sus: * Thy blood applied can make me clean, and 
e waſh away each ſpot; ” mentioning, at the ſame 
time, divers ſcripture-promiſes, whereon ſhe evi- 
dently reſted. | 15 
During the whole of this great trial of her faith 
and patience, I cannot find that ſhe yielded, no, not. 
for a moment to the inſulting foe ; but kept cloſe to 
the ſure promiſes of Gop in CHRIST; becauſe ſhe 
judged him faithful who had promiſed. --- Mercy, 
the blood of Cur1sT, and the promiſe of life in bim, 
was her only plea: Thus, by the word of Gop and 
prayer, ſbe refifted the adverſary ; and by the ſhield of 
faith, quenched all bis fiery darts. 

For juſt in the cloſe of this diſtreſſing temptation, 
as one ſtill looking and ſpeaking, not to the ſtanders- 
by, but to Jxsvs the Sow of Gop ; ſhe ſaid, Thor 
«* art ſtronger than he.” And now the enemy was 
put to flight, and victory _—_ in her W ; 

or 


* ” — — — . — won, * 
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for ſhe had no ſooner uttered theſe words, but ſne ; 
rejoiced in the Loxp ; ſaying to thoſe preſent, that 
— ſoul was now refreſned, and had received com- 
fort. 1 | 
Alter all the temptation was ended, ſhe declared to 
her Son then preſent, that the words ſhe had choſen i | 
for her Text, were in the night ſuggeſted, and put into 
her mind; which ſhe repeated with evident ſigns of 
much conſolation and great joy. And now ſhe be- 
gan expreſsly to . her ſtrong deſire to depart, i 
and be at reſt; and was fo far from deſiring lite, 
that ſhe ſometimes appeared to be much afraid of 
her recovery. As ſhe grew weaker and weaker, i t 
ſhe was ſeized with convulſions ; but recovering her- 
ſelf a little with heart-felt conſolation apparent to all; . 
and like a ſoldier, who, having endured the ſoareſt Ni 
of the battle, and ready to faint after de had won W | 
the day, ſhe ſaid, I want to be at reſt;” imme- 
diately adding, © They that ſleep in Jesus ſhall Mi 
* Gop bring with him: “ In fine, ſhe earneſtly de- Wt 
fired quietly to ſleep in CHR Is r, which was accord- b 
ingly granted ber; for, as in a gentle ſleep, ſhe de- We 
parted to the Lon D. Reader from hence d 
DObſerve, 1. That Death is often attended with the fe 
ſcoareſt trials, as many Chriſtians have awfully expe- Ne. 
rienced: Be thou therefore ready to meet the ad- Ne. 
verſary in that deciſive hour, and prepare to receive Wa! 
his powerful aſſaults by putting on the Lord Jz5vs 
CHRisT, who only can defend thy ſoul, and deliver 
thee out of his hand. The name of the LORD is 4 
ſtrong tower , the rightecus runneth into it, and ti 
ſafe. They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb, ar 
and by the word of thier teſtimony * | ly 
2, In temptation flee thou to CHRIST, not to thy Mot 
own works: To the ſure promiſes of Gop, not to W 
thy own feeliugs; for he only that endureth a 
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the end ſhall be ſaved. If thy works are wrought. 
in Gop, and thy feelings from the Spirit of Goo; 
yet becauſe they are not CHRIS ; thou diſhonoureſt 
him, thy glorious Head; by having recourſe to 
them for help in the day of trouble; but cleave thou 
ſtedfaſtly to the promiſes in CHRIST, looking unto 
Jesus; who will both lead and ſtrengthen thy ſoul 
in the foareſt trials that thou ſhalt not be tempted 
above meaſure ; for whereas be himſelf hath ſuffered, 
being tempted, he knoweth how to ſympathize with, and 
fuccour them that are tempted . 

3. Temptation doth by no means ſuppoſe, that the 
tempted perſon is under the dominion of ſin, or Sa- 
tan; but rather the reverſe : A proof of which is 
the inſtance before us; her foul was ſtayedon CHRIST, 
in whom alone ſhe truſted, proving her faith by 
her works.---All that knew her will, I am perſuaded, 
bear me witneſs, that ſhe was a pattern to believers 
in word, and in deed ; in ſpirit, temper, and converſa- 
tion. She was clothed with humility, patient in tri- 
bulation, fervent in ſpirit, continuing inſtant in pray- 
er. In ſhoit, ſhe ſeemed, on all occaſions, to be rea- 
dy to every good work, without boaſting of them; 
for ſhe gloried only in the Logp, by whom ſhe over- 
came all the power of the enemy. She was tempt- 
ed, but did not caſt away her confidence in CHRIST, 
and we count them happy that endure : Bleſſed is the 
man that endureth temptation , for when he is tried, he 
bal! receive the cron of life, which Gov hath promiſed 
to them that love him 5 

4:bly, and laſtly, Remembe , O Chriſtian, that thou 
art yet in the body; and therefore liable to be ſore- 
ly buffeted and tempted of Satan. Make not light 
of it; for if that adverſary be let looſe upon thee, be 
will tear thy ſoul ike a hon, from whom none but 
CHRIST can deliver thee. --- Thy warfare is not yet 
finiſned; therefore watch unto prayer daily, and-paſs 
the time of thy ſojourning here in fear. — Put on the 
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eohole armour of Gop ; be on thy guard; ſtand on thy 
watch lower continually ; It may be the enemy 1s, 
even now, ready to pour in like a flood; and it the 
word and ſpirit of Gop is not with thee, non: 
beſides will lead thee to the ſtrong city of refuge 
for defence, or ſhew thee the captain of thy 1 
who only can lift up a ſtandard againſt the foe, and 
ſet bounds to his raging power. The ſharpeſt en. 
gagement may be referved till the cloſe of thy wat. 
fare; be not high-minded, but fear. Thy gloriou 
Leader and Captain felt moſt of the adverſary's rag 
and power, the day before he laid down his life to 
thee: See him in the garden proſtrate on the ground 
where he began to be d very heavy, and fore amazed; he 
feemed as one aſtoniſhed at the power and rage & 
the enemy he was now to encounter with : He cannd 
even hide it from his diſciples; watch, ſaith he, it 
me, for my ſoul is exceeding ſorrowful, even unto death 
not only hell, from beneath, is riſen up againſt bim 
but the :hunderbolts of his almigh ty Father are lik 
lightning ſhot into his very foul : T hy fierce wrat 
faith he, goeth over me, and the fear of thee hath undi 
me : For thine indiguation lieth hard upon me, and thi 
haſt vexed me with all thy forms. . Therefore hi 
whole ſoul and body is in an agony, and he ſweats gre: 
drops of blood; yet he abides unſhaken as a roc 
reſiſting unto blood ; till, praying more earneſtly wit 
| ſtrong crying and tears, he is heard: Behold, | 
ſtrength is equal to his day; he endures the temp: 
tion, and all the powers of hell are put to flight. - 
Wherefore is all this? O believer! It is that tho 
may it eſcape the wrath to come, and when tempt 
he might have compaſſion on thee, and help the: 
Be therefore aſſured, that, truſting in him, thou ſhal 
not be confounded : For Gop #5 faithful, who . 
ufer you to be tempted above that ye are _—_ ; but ui 
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